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Facilitating access to 
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Facilitating access to textbooks - two examples 

User activation models

3rd year module (50 students)

Electrochemical Engineering - Fuller & 
Harb 

Each time the ebook is used by a 
unique user we would incur a charge of 
£106.00

User would have unlimited access for 6 
months. Spend would be recurrent
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3rd year module (133 students)

Surveying for Engineers - Uren

Each time the book is used for a set 
period of time we would be asked to 
purchase a seat. For one year 95 seats 
equalled a cost of £7551.55

Spend is recurrent



Introducing the Library Comprehensive Content Strategy 

The Comprehensive Content Strategywas launched in 2022 and included an emphasis 
on supporting ethical, sustainable open access to content for all. 
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Initiatives including -

ǒ Creation of an institutional open access fund to support researchers to publish OA 
books and articles 

ǒ Funding open infrastructure including a subscription to Pressbooks

ǒ Continued membership of the Open Library of Humanities

ǒ Supporting the initiatives of PLos (Public Library of Science) 

ǒ Open Education Network membership 
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https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/library/about/content-strategy


Introducing Open 

Educational 

Resources
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What are open educational resources?

Teaching, learning and research materials in any medium ӛdigital or 

otherwise ӛthat reside in the public domain or have been released 

under an open licence that permits no-cost access, use, adaptation 

and redistribution by others with no or limited restrictions.
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UNESCO

https://www.unesco.org/en/open-educational-resources/mandate


What are open educational resources?
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Shaddim; original CC licence symbols byCreative 
Commons, are licensed underAttribution 4.0. 
International via Wikimedia Commons

Could have one of 
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would have 
one of these

https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses
https://creativecommons.org/licenses
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Creative_commons_license_spectrum.svg


Why are OER important for the Library and our University?

ǒ convenient and unrestricted access for students and the wider learning 

community
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ǒ potential to customise existing open textbooks / OER or create new ones for 

the local curriculum

ǒ improved visibility of teaching resources created by staff 

ǒ counteract rising textbook costs

ǒ links with theUNESCO Recommendation on OERand the UN Sustainable 

Development Goal 4
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https://en.unesco.org/themes/building-knowledge-societies/oer/recommendation
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4


The Sheffield OER 

story
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