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Background

Students need advice on 
academic/research skills

Often difficult to timetable

Students want support just 
in time, not just in case
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Optional workshops

Ran optional workshops in 
Guidance Weeks, 2013-15

Well-received, but poorly attended 

Hard to promote, email overload

Multiple demands on time



Self-directed online learning

Created two Articulate 
modules in August 2015

Referencing and search skills

Self-directed study or 
workshop use

Interactive features, e.g. short 
quizzes















Progress over Spring-Summer 2016

Created two more modules: literature 
reviews, and using journal articles, March 
2016

Reviewed existing modules with other 
support staff and made changes, May 
2016

Pilot tested with placement students, 
August 2016

Embedded within Academic Skills module 
on VLE, September 2016



Future plans

Contacting 
lecturers to 

embed within 
suitable modules 

next term

Review statistics 
to see how 

heavily used!

Further 
testing/feedback 

at end of year

Make further 
refinements 

Summer 2017



QUESTIONS?


