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Information about the OU 

• Distance learning HE Institution

• Over 150,000 students studying with the OU

• Over 20,000 disabled students

• Currently have 64,000 STEM students

• Majority of our students are in paid work and study part 

time.



OU qualifications

• Qualifications range from access modules, 

undergraduate and postgraduate qualifications

• Modules? Our qualifications are made up of 30 or 60 

credit modules for example an UG degree would be 

made up of 360 credits

• Levels? Level is the year, level 1 = 1st year, level 2 = 2nd

year, level 3 = 3rd year



Digital & Information Literacy 

(DIL) Framework

• Has been designed to support a consistent and 

structured approach to DIL skills development through 

qualifications across all the faculties.



The DIL Framework
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Example of DIL skill 



Faculty policy
• The Faculty embedded DIL into their employability 

strategy

• Top level agreement that we would work to incorporate 

these skills into module material



Academic Liaison

• Help faculties shape module material to include DIL 

skills.

• How? Start at the beginning - Learning Design 

Workshops that are attended by faculty, academics, 

authors and module production teams.



Academic Liaison

• Attend module team progress meetings.

• Keep in contact and make sure we are included at the 

relevant stages.

• Read drafts and make suggestions as to how learning 

outcomes can be met by incorporating DIL activities.



Mapping learning outcomes-S350



Mapping DIL



In S350 students

use a framework 

developed by the 

Library called 

PROMPT to 

evaluate a UNEP 

report and a 

Wikipedia article 

as part of studying 

plastics in the 

ocean



More examples….



In T176 

Students 

examine a 

particular 

standard 

after 

completing 

the Library 

activity 



In S111 where students study DNA they are given a Library 

activity called ‘Where does scientific information come from?’ 

following the path of the research supply chain of Watson & 

Cricks original article



STEM Library training for distance learners
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Library live engagement

• Blackboard Collaborate

– Generic Library programme

– Targeted module sessions

• Livestream

• Facebook

• F2F (very occasionally!)



Marketing

 Link in module

 Group tuition 

 News items on module

 Tutor recommendations



Welcome to this Library training

session for S111 Questions in science

1. Please do the Audio Setup Wizard

(Tools > Audio > Audio Setup Wizard…)

2. Indicate whether you have a working 

microphone using the Yes/No options



Using the Library…

1. Please use the polling buttons:

A) Used it a lot

B) Occasionally

C) Once

D) This is the first time!



S111 science foundation –

Learning Outcomes: 

By the end of this session you should:

• Understand why it is important to acknowledge the 

sources you use in your assignments

• Start to learn to cite and reference books module 

materials, journal articles and websites



T452 Engineering project –

learning outcomes 

By the end of this session you will be able to:

• Develop a search strategy for your project 

• Identify appropriate sources including specific databases

• Conduct searches and evaluate content using a variety 

of resources



S350 Evaluating contemporary science

- Citation Searching

• Why do citation searching?

• Citation databases

– Web of Science

– Scopus

• Google Scholar 



Evaluation

Please fill in the evaluation form – click on the URL in the 

chat window  

http://www.open.ac.uk/libraryservices/elluminate

• How did I do?

• What else do you need?

http://www.open.ac.uk/libraryservices/elluminate


S390 Library help forum



Online training numbers  by Faculty
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Livestream TV – Referencing session



Facebook events



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0DSR9vDKPs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0DSR9vDKPs


Links mentioned 
 Live engagement and Library Services 

http://learninginnovation.open.ac.uk/like/enhancing-teaching-learning-and-student-

engagement/live-engagement-and-library-services/

 The Student Hub Live  http://studenthublive.kmi.open.ac.uk/

 Student Hub Live referencing session  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGwU0Hc4JkY

 Facebook events page https://www.facebook.com/OULibrary/events/

 Images from Pixabay https://pixabay.com/

http://learninginnovation.open.ac.uk/like/enhancing-teaching-learning-and-student-engagement/live-engagement-and-library-services/
http://studenthublive.kmi.open.ac.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGwU0Hc4JkY
https://www.facebook.com/OULibrary/events/
https://pixabay.com/

