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LaTeX – a phototypesetting system 
which produces high quality output and 
an ability to handle complex 
mathematical formulae etc
BibTeX – for bibliography generation 
based on storing references separately in 
BibTeX (.bib) files



Why?   



Feedback

I use LaTeX – how 
do I cite and 
reference?

I use LaTeX –
Refworks is no use 

to me



We learnt the minimum we could get 
away with!
MOST USEFUL: 
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/LaTeX/Bibliography_Management

Online tutorials e.g. Overleaf 
https://www.overleaf.com/help/28-im-new-to-latex-how-do-i-use-
it#.WDbB2n2qLBw

Teaching Fellows/students
Books
Forums
Training course (not much use)

https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/LaTeX/Bibliography_Management
https://www.overleaf.com/help/28-im-new-to-latex-how-do-i-use-it#.WDbB2n2qLBw


No one distribution of LaTeX
(downloadable vs web-based)
Guides needed to be relatively generic
We soon reached the limits of our 
understanding on LaTeX
We were entering Geeksville! Lots of 
forums where the answers would be  
unintelligible!



Manual input 
with formatting 
in Bibliography 
environment of 

individual 
document

Reference 
details stored in 

BibTeX file(s) 
without 

formatting,  
allowing re-use. 



A BibTeX file



A LaTeX document



Compiling a document

https://youtu.be/qpYPkj5m8C0
https://youtu.be/qpYPkj5m8C0


NO Harvard 
format and NO

URLs

Harvard 
format, URLs 
included and 
more citing 

options 

natbib

Natbib – going “one 
better”



Creation of BibTeX 

files/interfacing with reference 

management software



LaTeX
document

Reference 
Management 
software e.g. 

Refworks

BibTeX file

Manual input, 
data capture 
from search 

tools 

Reference management 
and LaTeX – data flow



Search tools such as 
databases, publisher 
websites and Google 
ScholarReference 

management 
software

Creation of BibTeX files

Manual



Creation of BibTeX files –
e.g. Engineering Village



Creation of BibTeX files –
e.g. Web of Science 



Creation of BibTeX files –
journal websites



Creation of BibTeX files –
Google Scholar



Creation of BibTeX files –
e.g. Refworks



Organize and re-
use

All references/ 
doucments stored 

in one place

Input/export of 
BibTeX files

Editing/de-
duplication



LaTeX special characters in 
automatically captured data
Inconsistency in data from many sources
Guides needed to be generic – to allow 
for different LaTeX distributions
Lots of ways to achieve the same result 
(forums)



Library webpage – BibTeX for LaTeX
Lunchtime workshops
Basic information for LaTeX users 
provided in standard training
Enquiry service

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/admin-services/library/learning-support/reference-management/bibtex-for-latex/


Feedback now



Feedback now

Word bit no use to 
me!

LaTeX bit no use 
to me!



IEEE format
Familiarisation with web-based LaTeX
systems (Overleaf trial)
JabRef
Liaison with departments

Style files for Imperial College 
styles???



Discussion/questions


