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• Massive Open Online Course 

• Free course of study 

• Available to anyone, anywhere, via internet 

• Unlimited participation 

• Typically produced by universities and specialist 
organisations 

What is a MOOC? 



Universities get:- 

• Kudos 

• International recognition 

• Build their brands worldwide 

• Attract more students 

 

Why provide a MOOC? 



• University of Bath is FutureLearn partner 

• VLE-type interface 

 

FutureLearn 





University of 

Bath’s MOOCs 



• Students want to read around the course 
 

• No guarantee of access to academic literature 
 

• How to recognise quality information online 

Why have Library input? 



• How many?  X 

• Student demographics  X 

• Level of education  X 

• Nationality  X 

• Previous knowledge of subject  X 

• My own experience as a FutureLearner   

What did I know about the students? 



• Person with basic web searching experience 

• Access to Google and Google Scholar 

• Limited or no access to academic literature 

• Limited or no access to National Library 

• Access to online booksellers 

• Access to Open Access ejournal articles 

Presentation aimed at:- 



• Powerpoint/audio presentation 

• FutureLearn standard look and feel 

• Adapted presentation made for Cancer MOOC 

• Fairly informal audio 

• Powerpoint voiceover scripted and Plain English 

• Off-the-cuff voiceover on online demos 

 

Presentation style 















FutureLearners liked it! 

“This is one terrific video!  The 
course has set itself a high standard 
from the get-go.” 

“Brilliant! I learned more about 
searching the internet in 11 
minutes and 38 seconds that I 
might have learned in hours.” 

“Katy has produced a brilliant how to video, the tips and 
how to use search engines, are explained simply and 
easily understood.” 



 

1.4  Searching for quality information online 

1.5 Searching the Web 
 

https://vimeo.com/channels/927319 

  

 

If you’re interested – Vimeo files 

https://vimeo.com/channels/927319
https://vimeo.com/channels/927319

