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LIBRARIES AND LEARNING




Background

« What we used to do
— Part of Graduate School offering and compulsory
— Face-to-face whole day session
— Covered literature searching and Endnote
— Offered several times a term
— Taught by small group of librarians

« Why changed?
— Change to a virtual graduate school
— Mandated to have all courses available on-line
— Blended approach using Blackboard.

library.dmu.ac.uk



Review of first year:
Feedback from library staff

Liked opportunity to be involved Complicated and repetitive instructions
with/informed about research students to users and librarians

Opportunity for offering 1:1 sessions Too text based
Constrained by Blackboard

Students not understanding the
assignment

Worries about learning a new process
and time management
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Review of first year:
Feedback from students

Positive themes

“The practical session was
the most useful part

because it gave me the “Good to have online
opportunity to identify my as living some way
keywords for my research away from DMU”

and explore all kinds of
resources for my literature

search”

“l found it useful to
discuss with other
students about their own
“l enjoy the videos that searching and some of the
clearly show things at problems and solutions
areasonable pace were identified by lots of
rather then lengthy us, which was good as we
documents that need were all making
reading” similar mistakes”
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Negative themes

“There was no
difference between the
online and off-line
material as some of the
online material was
“Very lengthy handed out during the
documents of face-to-face session”
text”

“l did not find the online
training useful as it is
cannot cater to individual
needs”




How we changed it

Student celects the option onlne and workshop framthe course

:

| Student complete urits 1-3

.

Assasament space

Swudant completes the reflactive piece and uploads it to the Faculty

:

l Ubracians n the relevant faouly recene an email I

‘

wehn Blackboard

Ubrarian views the reflactivg piace in tha Faculty assessmeant spaca

!

!

Student has not understood the concapts

I Student salocts tha option onina only from the course |

| Student complete units 1-5

Adsesament space

Student compiates the reflective peace and uploads Rt 1o the Faculty

Ubranans in the relevant faculty receve an amad

within Blackboard

LIDranan views te reflactive paca n the Facuky assessment space

'

Student has “passad”

.

Email the student uzing the sample text
continuing student (onlne and workshop)
nviting them to the next workshop.
Provede any reievant sugoastons for
mprovng their sesrch strategy in the
email

Email the student using the sample text
Further discussion (ordne and waorkshop
only) and 3sk for theen to.come to 2 111
mesting

Studerit has "passed”

Student has not understood the concepts

}

l

¥

'

Framtha Grada Cantre, enker 1009 35 3
mark. This automatically mformas the
Graduate Schoal that the student has
comglated the assignment

Once you are satisfied that the studant
has understood the concepts of ersture
searching, enter 100%: as a mark in tha
Grade Cartra. Ths automancally informs
the Graduate School that the student has
completed the assgnmant. [nvite them to
the workshop slament of the course.

Ermnail the student using the sample text
continuing studant (online anly) Provide
Ny redevant sugeesbons for improving
ther saarch strategy n tha amal and tal
them they must complete the feedback
from

Emal the student usng the sarmple text
Further dscussion (onlne only) and
proviga therm with feadoack, If the
student is abie to come to a 1.1 mestng
tha could be srranged, You rmay wish the
student to have another go at the
assgnmant form, DUt this (5 not

}

mperative,
!

Fromths Grada Centre, nter 100% a5 a
mark, This automatcaly mforms the
Graduste School that the student has

Ores you 33 satafied that the student
has understood the concepts of literature
zearching, enter 100% a3 a mark in the
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How we changed it
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Planning your literature search

a) Key concepts (Complete atter Unit 2)

What 5 your research quesbonhypotheses? What are the key concepts?

b) Salecting Keywords (Complate after Linit 2)

Keyworas Allernative worgsterms

¢) Putting togethera search (Complete after Unit 3)

(dedete 2 (delete as
appropriate) appropriate)
ANGOR | AND/GR
idelete as | T ideiele as
apgpropriate) | appropriate)
AND'OR AND/GR

d) Targeting your search (Complete after Unit 3)

What type of resources are you locking for (journal article, legisiaton news articles
books etc  )?

What age of material Is acceptable for your research?

What other constraints do you anticipate?

@) Whatr and datab

do you nesd to search? (Complets after Unit 3)

I




Blended approach

Online + workshop Online only

Unit 1: Introduction to literature Unit 1: Introduction to literature
searching searching

Unit 2: Developing a search
Unit 2: Developing a search plan: keywords
plan: keywords

Unit 3: Developing a search
plan: sources

Unit 4: Current awareness
Unit 5: Advanced searching

Unit 3: Developing a search
plan: sources
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Challenges

Technology

Blackboard
Browser differences

Integrating different
online tools

Content

Balance between
online and
workshop

Appropriate
assessment
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Staffing

Subject librarian
confidence

Relationship with
Graduate School /
Learning
Technologist

Students

International PhDs

Online only: can't
immediately
feedback /
communicating at a
distance




Benefits

Different
learning
styles

Builds
relationship
with othe
units

Overcomes
geographic
distance
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Jenny.Coombs@dmu.ac.uk
emartin@dmu.ac.uk

Any Questions
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