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Exterminating Boredom: synergy and
creativity in an academic library
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Engagement

Library boring? Resources scarce? Staff stuck in a rut?

There's nothing new under the sun and any number of articles can be found addressing
these issues. Library induction in particular can be seen by students as a waste of time,
boring or something they already know. Jordan and Badger (2004) talk about the “problems
of growing student numbers, lack of teaching space and time, and pressure on staff” and go
on to describe an electronic induction tutorial which attempts to overcome some of the
difficulties. Staff too, may feel that they've been doing the same things for years and need a
change or that they're too junior to contribute anything worthwhile.

But does it have to be that way? By utilizing the skills and creativity of staff at all levels -
professional and non-professional, we've found that a variety of tools and solutions have
enabled us to engage with students in a variety of stimulating ways and also led to
continuing staff development from NVQ gqualifications to peer-reviewed journal articles. Ina
time when library resources are increasingly under pressure, efficient use and re-use of
what's on hand is going to becomea ever more important.

University of Portsmouth Library has developed a variety of projects to engage students from
before they arrive, through induction, and onto further training and continuing support. For
example the PrepUP project gives students an orientation before they even arrive (Collinson,
2010) and Referancing@ Portsmouth (htip:/referencing.port.ac.uk’) supports students
throughout their time at University {Gwyer et al, 2010).

Creative ldeas

Many of the projects we've been engaged with at the University of Portsmouth have
connected with or grown out of each other in a complex net of inter-relationship, re-use and
inspiration. For example, taking the decision to be involved in Freshers' Fayre at the start of
each academic year (and the ‘Refreshers’ Fayre’ in February) has allowed some of the
creative idea generator types on the Library staff the opportunity to develop engaging stalls
which would attract students rather than simply reinforce any ‘boring library’ stereotype.
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SOCIAL MEDIA EXPLAINED
« | need to pee »

« | peed »

foursquare)

« This is where | pee »

YoulLLL)

« Look at this pee ! »

« I'm good at peeing »



Where should you post your status?

Do you want anyone
to actually see it?
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Are you in a bar?

| Is it business? ' Is it personal?
Yes No
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Would it be awkward to
explain to your boss?

Would it be awkward to
explain to your parents?

Yes

Don’t post it!

Is it boring?

Are you addicted
to "Likes"?
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