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Widening Participation: building
on the role of a science librarian

Tony Wilson
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£y A bit about me...

= History graduate — University of York

= MA Information and Library Management — University of
Northumbria

= Joined University of York Library 2004 [ /=
= Acquisitions
= Relegation
= Cataloguing
s Academic Liaison Assistant 2008-10
m Sciences and Health and Medical team
s Academic Liaison Librarian 2010 —
s Computer Science, Electronics, Maths, Physics
= Library Widening participation co-ordinator 2010-2012
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Learning event — Library involvement

%ﬂfj

= June 2009 - Invited to help with Developing
Independent Learning Day (DIL)

m Co-ordinated with other Liaison Assistants
from Social Sciences and Humanities

m York School and Colleges Network
m Sixth Form Students

m Sciences, Social Sciences and Humanities
Library Challenges



THE UNIVERSITY of 07k Developing Independent Learning

%J Day - Content

s Researching and Evaluating Information
= Academic writing
s Academic Integrity ‘
= Referencing v G
= Tour of Campus

s Library Challenge

m Chance to talk to student ambassadors
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& Widening Participation Co-ordinator

m Act as Liaison between university’s central WP
office and the Library

= Collaborated on development of workshops
and learning resources

s Contact for schools and colleges looking to
visit the Library

= Deliver workshops/presentations wherever
possible

m Develop materials

s Large amount of work for one member of staff!
Jnsustainable......
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& EPQ Support

s Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
support

= Piloted a workshop with a colleague from
Academic Support Office.

m Research skills, academic writing and
academic integrity

= Massive variety In project titles but many
titles science related so being a Science
Librarian really helped!
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What Is the Extended Project?

s The Extended Project is a qualification year 12 or 13 students can take in
addition to their ‘A’levels.

m It can be any of the following
= A design
m A report with findings from an investigation or study
m A dissertation presenting an argument
= An artefact
m A performance

m The qualification counts for UCAS points.

m The qualification develops research skills, referencing and writing skills.



tue University oy Typical Researching and evaluating

%J Information workshop

= Sources of iInformation

m Search tools

m Effective searching

s Getting the most out of Google
= Evaluating websites

= The Hotseat!
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Evaluating websites

ebSlte 1
Evaluating websites
Look at the 6 website examples on your table. Use the criteria listed below to evaluate each website. Could you refer to any of the websites in a piece
of academic work?
2|
Currency | Is it up to date? When was it last updated? Are there any dead links?
Authority | Is there a named author or 715 there information given (such as contact details)?
Purpose | Is the site’s aim to inform, persuade, report, research orto sell a product? s the language emotive or objective?
Audience | Who is the intended audience? Is it aimed at a specialist audience or the wider general public? At GCSE. Adevel or
degree level?
Content | Does it cover a whole fopic or just one aspedt of 17 Is there evidence fo support the infermation given (e.g. references or
links to other research studies)? Does the site contain links to other “quality” websites?
Accuracy | Are there spelling mistakes or grammatical emrors? Does the text read well? Is the website well designed?
Health examples Happiness examples Environment examples
Marks | Websitet: Website 2zt Website 3 Website 41 Website5: Website 6
out of 10
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= Realising opportunities

*Collaboration of 12
Universities

*University of Birmingham
*University of Bristol
ementoring login € *University of Essex
*University of Exeter
*Kings College London
*University of Leeds
*University of Leicester
*University of Liverpool
*University of Manchester
*Newcastle University
*University of Warwick
*University of York

G * Project supports
oo ecpaseriian seoterese JHIR AWARDS students with their skills

Widening Participation Initiative of the Year at the
Times Higher Education Awards 2011. Judges

comenes i onmome it AAARRANOES development — starts in

partnership showing evidence of real impact and WIDENING PARTICIPATION
INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR

great potential’. year 12
Library provide an
The Realising Opp ities Partner universities are: Realising Opportunities (RO) is @ unique collaboration of 12 . . .
leading universities, working together to promote f
At e information skills

represented groups. Students are supported through a

UNIVERSITYO B Uniersy . coherent programme of activities designed to raise their WO rks h O p fo r Vi S i ti n g

RIRMINGHAM  [3E§ BNSTOL - aspirations to progress to research intensive
universities. Successful completion of the RO programme

leads to the potential of an alternative offer through UCAS Stu d e ntS

from 10 of our 12 partner universities, and additional

INGS *Brief postgraduate

REALISING
OPPORTUNITIES

Working Together | Supporting Talent

Click here to login to

ementoring o

tutors
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uality sources

Aims Of this resource

v Academic + Introduce you to the

Assignment Q ual ity Sou rces Academic Assignment

v Yorkshare VLE + Prepare you for study
improve your skills useful for

v Quality Source current and future studies

+ Facilitate support for

learning from other

students in a safe
environment

+ Provide tutor support
during the assignment

Useful Links

Quality Sources Realising Opportunities

Presentation on finding & evaluating sources
The University of York has produced this video recording about finding and
ewvaluating resources for your extended project.

Studying independenthy

A This takes you to a site which provides users
il with information about the White Rose

/ \\ Research online, a shared Open Access

[ | Repository for the Universities of York, Leeds
and sheffield, and a link to the repository

itself.

) Lund University has created this open
DIRECTORY OF resource of good journal articles. Open access
OPEM ACCESS - - -

) JOURNALS and peer-reviewed journal articles searchable

by subject.

This site begins with looking at your search

. BERKELETY results from a search engine or other source,
Z . 4 .?/" follows through by investigating the content
Z‘ Ta y of page, and extends beyond the page to
what others may say about the page or its
author(s).

Intute have developed this very good tutorial
= on how to evaluate and assess internet
Internet % Detective

resources.
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OUTSTANDING COLLEGE OF THE YEAR

Provider of the Yeur! http ://thtDlC_ Com/95hdel

GoES
“BSixaims to challenge rather than patronise.

Theworkis intense.
The college prefers to push, not excuse.” H ave y our

(TES 12th Mach 2012) sayon
i the new

Thank you so so so much! It was such a
success and yourself and Tony and the
’ Ambassadors did an amazing job!

7= UV
& ™ INVESTORS Perbroxe L Ioge
@® oy ﬁ\ %,_# IN PEOPLE the learing st \C3f Queen Mery "~ University of Oxford

London
e universitvorfirk  1€aCh Flrst TatLtA ( A m Education @
e LEARNING TO LEAD brazenburth a:m‘w"l"“ e :?:;?;?Mp

IntoUniversity »



http://twitpic.com/95hde1
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S Not just Sixth Form!

s ‘Green Apples’
= ‘Finding your way’
= Primary Schools

m Parkinson Primary School
= Norton Primary School

s Currently investigating new exercises and
materials for these events
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= Some stats!

2009

Number of workshops 3
School/college visits 1
Conference presentations O

2011

Number of workshops 16
School/college visits 4
Conference presentations 2
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5 Advantages

m Glves you a fantastic insight into sixth form
student’s information literacy skills

= Broadens knowledge of freely available
subject resources across all disciplines

= Personally, allowed me to use my
numanities background as a Librarian!

= Help to encourage Widening Participation
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Challenges

s Balancing with ‘business as usual’

m Need to be an ‘all rounder’ when it comes
to helping with enquiries!

s Working with diverse age range of students
(from 10— 17!)

m Often lack of clear learning objectives from
school/college or indication of what
students already know

= Maintaining discipline.....
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Top tips!

= Use your student ambassadors!

m Try to ensure there Is a clear understanding
between yourself and the school/college
about what they would like you to provide

m [ryto
possib

m Keept

Keep the sessions as interactive as
e

ne groups small if at all possible
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=

= Widening Participation functional area — one of five functional areas
= Indicates the Library’s commitment to WP
m  Co-ordinated by Clare Ackerley
m  Science cluster!
m  Sharing the workload
m 3 other members of staff as well as core team
m  This is the first stage
= All Liaison Librarians will play a role in future
= New materials
m  Close collaboration with Information skills functional area




