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In “The future of the subject librarian”  http://infonatives.wordpress.com/2008/06/03/
the-future-of-the-subject-librarian/ 

“Replace all those subject 
librarians with a couple 
of teachers, a couple of 
marketing people and a 

couple of web gurus”
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A bit of background 

BSc in 
Mathematics 

from 
Manchester 
University

Postgraduate 
diploma from 
Northumbria 

University

Faculty Liaison 
Librarian at 
Newcastle 

University since 
1998

(Previously 
Reader 

Supervisor 
evenings and 

weekends)



Newcastle University Faculty structure

Humanities, Arts 
and Social Sciences Medical Sciences

Science, Agriculture 
and Engineering

(SAgE)



Science, Agriculture and Engineering 
Faculty structure

10 academic Schools
• Agriculture, Food and Rural Development 
• Biology
• Chemical Engineering and Advanced Materials
• Chemistry
• Civil Engineering and Geosciences
• Computing Science
• Electrical and Electronic Engineering
• Marine Science and Technology
• Mathematics and Statistics
• Mechanical and Systems Engineering



Science, Agriculture and Engineering 
Faculty structure

2 interdisciplinary Research Institutes
• Newcastle Institute for Research on Sustainability
• The Digital Institute

10 Research Centres 
• (mostly school based)



SAgE Library Liaison at 
Newcastle

2 FTE Faculty 
Liaison Librarians
 

1 FTE Assistant 
Librarian            
(new post since 
2011)
 

2 FTE Liaison 
Assistants



My role in 
2012

Teacher

Research 
support

Explorer

Subject 
specialist

Counsellor

Financial 
manager

Politician

Project 
manager



And right now?



 
 

More study 
spaces

 

 

 
 

Specifically, 
more quiet 

study spaces

(but no more 
social learning 
spaces, thank 

you!)

More access 
to IT

Power supply 
to every desk

And yes, we 
still want 

more books

And the 
survey says…



Challenges?

 



Newcastle University Research Reserve

 



Image accreditation
• http://www.flickr.com/photos/pigalleworld/5192522453/ 
• C. Newcastle University 2011
• http://www.flickr.com/photos/denverjeffrey/4866009470/ 
• http://worldfootballcolumns.com/2011/04/03/newcastles-romp-has-mike-ashley-saying-

andy-who/
• http://www.totalfootballmadness.com/2011/10/25/mario-balotelli-explains-reason-

behind-%E2%80%98why-always-me%E2%80%99-t-shirt/
• http://www.smh.com.au/news/world-cup-2006/bizarre-refereeing-blasted-in-uk-as-thick/

2006/06/23/1150845363774.html 
• http://www.leadership-with-you.com/jose-mourinho-leadership.html
• http://www.metro.co.uk/sport/football/84226-keegan-returns-to-newcastle-united 
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